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Abstract

The objectives of the research aimed to studyrttpact of North — South Economic Corridor
towards the changing economic, social and cultdirtn@ Hmong ethnic group residing in

Chiang Khong district, Chiangrai province, Thailand

The researcher selected 230 household samplesf d@&2chouseholds by employing Taro
Yamane for sampling selection. The questionnaresparticipant observation were used as
a method of data collection. The statistical tofds analyzing the data are frequency

distribution, percentage, mean, standard deviatiaht-test.

The study revealed that the Hmong ethnic groupthamsmigrated to settle in the areas of
Chiang Khong district more than 20 years. The nogicupation is agriculture, some income
derived from maize, rice farming, gardening, anaticlsewing. The findings indicated that
before and after the construction of the North Bdttonomic Corridor, the ways of life of

the Hmong ethnic has been adversely affected Inotihel past and at present with significant

difference at 1 percent level.

The economic aspects; (1) there is an exchangeltwiral goods along the borders which are
benefited to trade and investment, (2) there isopportunity to increase higher family
income, (3) there is the gaining of skills and exgees in livelihood performance, (4) there
is change in occupation and production techniqire. Jocial aspect: (1) there is a change in
living pattern, material used for building and hewsructure, (2) there is communication and
social mobility between the borders for economia aocial purpose, (3) there is an
opportunity for education. The cultural aspect: tfigre is a decrease in using local wisdom
in health care pattern, (2) there is a decreaskesirable behavior and ethnic socialization in
the family, and (3) there is a change and an exgdantradition and tribal culture along the

borders of Thailand and Lao People’s DemocraticuRbp.

The direction of adaptation of the Hmong ethnicugréowards the impact along the path of
North South Economic Corridor which has been ewuigenbserved that there are business
networks established for value added to the cdltoraducts, conservation, revitalization,
and transmission of tribal identity. Of utmost imgamce is to develop the standard of living
for quality of life improvement, and more importigntthe increase in earning capability,
prevention of diseases, security in life and propexrs well as facilitation in the border trades

are required.

Vi |



Impact of North South Economic Corridor on the Higpéthnic’'s Way of Life
in Chiang Khong District, Chiangrai Province, Theaild

1. Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

The Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) consists of Qaiia, the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) (Yunnan and Guangxi) , Lao People’s dmatic Republic (Lao PDR),
Myanmar, Thailand, and the Socialist Republic aft\Wam. It has a combined population of
nearly 320 million—more than that of the Unitedt8saof America— and a contiguous land
area of about 2.5 million square kilometers—roughly size of Western Europe. The GMS
is rich in human and natural resources, and itpleeare bound by a shared culture and
history. In 1992, with the assistance of the Asidevelopment Bank (ADB), the GMS
countries met together for the first time and adrée launch a program of sub regional

economic cooperation designed to enhance econamkages across their borders.

The GMS Strategic Framework (GMS— SF) covering 2@022 was the first attempt by the
GMS countries to formulate and adapt in broad teanstib regional development planning
framework. The GMS-SF identified five strategicusts to be pursued to realize the vision
and goals of sub-regional cooperation. These ardi)t®strengthen infrastructure linkages
through a multispectral approach, (ii) facilitateoss-border trade and investment, (iii)
enhance private sector participation and improsecampetitiveness, (iv) develop human
resources and skills competencies, and (v) pratecenvironment and promote sustainable
use of shared natural resources. To achieve focugsiimplementation, the GMS-SF
specified 11 flagship programs in the following tees and areas of cooperation: transport,
and energy, telecommunications, trade, investmentism, environment, agriculture and

Human Resource Development (HRD).
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Figure 1. Summarizes the key elements of the GMS- S

Source: Summarizes the key elements of the GMS-ht§¥//www.adb.org/documents/reports/mid-
term-review-gms/Midterm-Review - GMS-Final.pdf. 201

GMS Economic Corridor is the strip and belt ecormmtine where make one or several main
transport and energy routes which are through nantth south or west and east, develop
various superiority characteristic industries amivrand hi-tech industries to spur on the
overall economic and social development. It is ADBiated and within Mekong basin area
which includes Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailanietham and China (Yunnan and

Guangxi).

North-South Economies Corridor (NSEC1): Kunming-Houayxay (Tachilek) — Chiang
Mai-Bangkok; North-South Corridor (NSEC2): Kunming-Hekou — Hanoi-Hai Phong;

North-South Corridor (Middle Route) starts from Kuoimg, Yunnan province, China in the
north. It is along Kunming-Bangkok Road (KunMo ro&dChina) to Laos passing Yuxi,

Simao, Jinghong and Mohan; and along Kunming-BakdgRoad (Lao part) which is built

across Mekong River to Thailand passing Luang Nandhd Houayxay in which the

concerning area of the corridor includes Mong Lhie@gtung and Tachilek in north-east of
Myanmar; within Thailand, the corridor goes alongnking-Bangkok Road (Thailand part)
to the terminal Bangkok passing Chiang Rai, Chiltag, Tak, Chainat and then reach gulf
of Thailand by passing Bangkok.

2|
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There are great differences in economy among vamhastries along the corridors. Overall,

relatively speaking, most of areas of China’s Yuniaovince and Thailand are better, the
parts of Laos and part of Yunnan are weaker. Thes llaszang Namtha and Bokeo province
are also the domestic remote underdeveloped aamedsthe agriculture natural economy is
the primary one. Along the corridor, in Thailande major economic development zones,
namely, (1) Chiang Mai — Lamphun region, (2) Chid&a — Chiang Khong region, and(3)

Bangkok — Ayutthaya area.

The Chiang Rai — Chiang Khong region is locatedallplink to the borders of Thai — Lao
PDR and Thai — Myanmar, it is the important geobiregd strategic areas in particular
tourism industry and other industries along thed8nlTriangle area. During the past years,
there was a consultation between Thailand and BsoBlepublic of China to develop this
area to be the Northern Thailand Technology, Econ@nd Trade Zone. This area is
potential to the North South Economic Corridor andl be linked to Lao PDR and
Myanmar. Presently, there is water transportatietwben Chiangrung and Chiang Khong.
When the . Friendship Thai — Lao Bridge is completed. Chidhong will become the
important economic gate (Office of the National B@mmic and Social Development Board,
2012). The border trade of Chiang Khong from thatigtical report of Chiang Khong
Customs Office has increased to 6,726,451 milliahtBas shown in the following.

Table 1. Border Trade Value Report of Chiang Kh@ugtoms Office, Chiang Rai Province

Fiscal Budget Year Value (million Baht)
2007 783,823
2008 956,703
2009 986,331
2010 1,731,283
2011 2,268,311
Total 6,726,451

Source: Chiang Khong Customs Office, Chiang Ravioe, 2012

The border point of Chiang Khong district is sikcitat Wiang sub-district opposite to
Houayxay, Borkeo provinve of Lao PDR. The MinistdyInterior has officially announced
to be the border point under the restriction of tNoBouth Economic Corridor since 12

January 1989. It is the border special economi@ zwinChiang Rai province. The plan has
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been formulated to uplift Chiang Khong for the blthment of the comprehensive
Agricultural Industry Settlement equipped with tsportation facilities, goods product

transferred sub-station in order to support altesdinkage to Borkeo to Kunming that will

be an opportunity for development of trade and stwent as well as basic infrastructure
(The Office of National Economic and Social Develemt Board).

The Hmong in Thailand

As an ethnic group, the Hmong have a long histooying from place to place and from
generation to generation. Their story can be trdoack about 5-6,000 years to China
(Chuamsakul, 2006). The Hmong originated in thethasn part of Mainland China. The
term “Hmong” is probably a sub-group of the Miacmpke. However, at least in China, the
term “Miao” is widely used to refer to these peo@ls a minority group, they were forced to
move southward after several wars had broken autdes the Hmong and the Han Chinese,
the dominant group. Due to *“resource scarcity,”hfét conflict,” and “population
pressures,” some of the Miao solved these probleynselocating in the 18th and 19th

centuries to areas of Southeast Asia; Vietnam, ,Laxad Thailand.

In Thailand, the Hmong inhabit remote mountain areathe Northern Region. The Hmong
are agriculturists; they grow rice and corn foritl@vn consumption. In the past, Hmong
grew opium poppies as their cash crop, but today gnow vegetables, fruit, and flowers as
their cash crops. The Hmong are animists; they lvprtheir ancestral and house spirits.
However, Buddhism and Christianity have been infagein Hmong communities since the
mid- 1950s. Hmong clan (xeem) system or kinshipoissidered the most important system
of social organization for the Hmong and it is #alisocial control mechanism for these

traditional people.

Makha Khittasangkha, “Socio Economic and Politi¢edsimilation towards the World

Perspectives of Hmong in Northern Thailand and ISt China” published in International
Conference Proceedings, 2008, and “Culture and uageg Communication in the Classroom
and Workplace: Cases of lu Mien, Hmong and LahuwigtiGroups in Chiang Rai Upper
Northern Thailand,” published in International @enence : The Dynamics in Language
Teaching in the 21 st Century November 25-26, 2018 cited various authors with
reference to Hmong ethnic groups from various pEages in the following:

4
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Young (1961, pp. 44-45) and Boonchuay (2002, pp-Z22 write that in Thailand, the
Hmong are classified into at least three sub-graupthe basis of linguistic differences and
tribal names that they give themselves: (1) theeGm@ Blue or Black Hmong (Meo Dawk,
Meo Lai, and Meo Dam respectively), this group ohéhg call themselves “Hmong Njua”
or literally “Green Hmong.”; (2) the Hmong Daw atelally “White Hmong”; and (3) the
Hmong Gua Bwa or Hmong Gua Ba or Hmong Gua Bategally the “Arm-band Hmong.”

The Green Hmong and White Hmong are the two majbrgsoups of this ethnic group in
Thailand. Hmong Gua Bwa has assimilated into the twmer sub-groups since they are
very few in number in Thailand. Each sub-groupeat#ffrom one another in dress, dialect,
locale, and migration backgrounds. They mentiored the exact racial affiliations of the
Hmong people is unknown since about 700 B.C., tieye mixed with the Chinese, so that

physically and linguistically they show strong Cése connections and influence.

According to Department of Public Welfare (DPW) 69, the Hmong and Yao’s place of
origin is roughly in the areas of Guizhou, Yunnblunan and Kwangsi provinces in China.
They had been exposed to Chinese influence forralegenturies before they migrated into

Southern Yunnan, Tongkin, Annam, Laos, and morentg into Thailand.

As well, Cooper (1986) explained that the Hmongrated from China through the northern
part of Vietham and into Laos and finally into Tlaaid because resources were much better
in the new locations. It seems likely that soméhefHmong land in the nineteenth century in
southern China suffered from environmental imbatanand “resource scarcity.” Therefore,
many of the Hmong solved this problem by relocatmgther places in Southeast Asia. Tapp
(1989) writes that the Hmong began immigrating iftwiland from Laos after the 1850s,

coming from the Guizhou, Sichuan, and Yunnan regmisouthwestern China.

Several sources and scholars have indicated teaHthong emigrated into Thailand from
south and southwest China about 100-150 years Agmrding to Symonds (1991:6), the
Hmong began to move out of southwest China intdndm, Laos, Burma beginning in the
17th century and within the last hundred years theyrated from those countries to northern
Thailand. They have settled in the mountainous saathese countries and they mainly
practice swidden agriculture. Swidden agricultur@svguccessful in the past as the Hmong

had access to sufficient land to allow the restomadf the soil’s fertility through fallowing.

| 5
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However, the swidden agricultural system has beweumined by recent changes including
population increase and the cultivation of caslpsrdn the past, the Hmong grew rice, corn,

vegetables, and other crops for consumption ang gpgum poppies as their cash crop.

Lee (1987) said that the Hmong in Thailand havéleseton hilltops and mountains and
practice their traditional farming method of smfjior swidden cultivation in relative peace
and isolation. The majority of the Hmong in Thadaare animists. They worship their
‘ancestral’ and ‘house spirits.” However, Buddhis@hristianity, and even the Muslim

religion have influenced Hmong communities for dk=a Like other hill tribes in Thailand,

the majority of the Hmong are illiterate. Statist&how that only about 22% of the Hmong
have obtained primary education and 40% of themuaeble to speak Thai, the national
language (Office of Education Regional 8: 1992,2{p21).

Benedict (cf. Mckinnon, 1989, pp.7-8) classifiece tHHmong and Yao peoples under the
Austro-Thai ethno-linguist group, the super stdukttmakes up a very diverse group which
includes not only the languages of the indigenaapfe of the pacific but also the Tai-Kadai
and the Miao-Yao also. On the other hand, stateisHmong language belongs to the Meo-
Zao (Miao-Yao) sub-group in the Austro-Asiatic laage family.

The Settlement of the Hmong Ethnic: In Chiang Rai Povince

The Hmong group had migrated into Lao PDR and ooetl the journey to Thailand.
According to the Chiangmai Hill Tribe Research @enmeported that the Hmong group has
resettled in Chiang Khong since 1870 by taking ateofrom Muang Kai and Muang
Houayxay of Lao PDR and then moved to Chiang Khdrggrict. During that time, the
Hmong had divided into two groups. One group h&énahe Doi Luang mountain route that
close to Chiang Khong which is situated betweerafipiKhong and Wiang Kaen districts
and connecting Chiang Saen in the west, and ther gifoup taking the Doi Yao mountain
route which is situated between Chiang Khong andngiKaen and Terng districts close to
Doi Pha Mon and Doi Pha Tang which close to Lao RDRIer in the east.

In the early settlement, the Hmong grew opium awveld| near the Mekong River which the
land is suitable to grow opium and it was the majmome for the family. In 1958, the
Government has announced the prohibition by enadtofdaw. After that, the Hmong grew

6|
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agricultural crops such as rice, corn and growingt ftrees such as Lychee, Longan and
Mangoo. The completion of construction of North 8o&conomic Corridor has created
opportunity for the Hmong to commute between THaae-PDR borders that could enable
the Hmong to earn a living through trade and invesitt. The chance to be assimilated and
change the new way of life become at risk partidplan human trafficking, drugs,
communicable diseases such as HIV/AIDS, malariaibeghl crossing the border into the

country

The situations during the construction and afterabmpletion of the construction in 2013 of
North South Economic Corridor motivated the intem@sthe researcher to explore whether
the life style of the Hmong ethnic group has change not with the following research

guestions:

1.2 Research Questions

1. How has North — South Economic Corridor changedwhg of life in the economy,
society, and culture of the Hmong ethnic groupdiegi in Chiang Khong district,
Chiang Rai province, Thailand, and what is theatff@f the changes?

2. How have the proposed possible effective measurdsapgproaches for enhancing
adjustment improved the quality of life and huma&wvelopment of the Hmong ethnic

groups in upper northern Thailand?

1.3 Objectives of the Research

In line with the research questions, the objectasesthe following:

1. To study the impact of North — South Economic Gloritowards the changing
economic, social and culture of the Hmong ethnmugrresiding in Chiang Khong
district, Chiang Rai province, Thailand.

2. To study the proposed possible effective measaneglsapproaches for enhancing
adjustment to improve the quality of life and humdevelopment of the Hmong

ethnic groups in upper northern Thailand
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1.4 The Scope of the Study

1. The emphasis of this research is to study the impédNorth South Economic
Corridor on the Hmong ethnic’s way of life in Chgakhong district, Chiang Rai
province, Thailand.

2. The Chiang Khong district study area consisted ofillages namely: Ban Bost,
Wiang sub-district, Ban Tung Na Noi, Wiang Sub riltst Ban Tung Pattana, Wiang

sub-disrict, Ban Kew Karn, Rim Kong sub-district, and Bamiwhg Karn, Rim Kong

sub-strict.

3. The sampling population consisted of 230 househe#dls.

4. There were two periods of study, the first periodswefore 1998, and the second
period which the GMS Strategic Framework has beglamented, was from 1998 to
2012.

1.5 Conceptual Framework

Sanya Salamon (2006) in the “rural household asrswmption site” explained thdfarm
households, however, remain dependent on accémsdtdor their livelihood. But factors other
land tenure, and occupations other than farming dominate the rural social hierarchy and
shape rural consumption (Lobao and Meyer, 2001)thpologists, archeologists in
particular, have long been attuned to what mateuklre tells us about social structure, social
relations and consumption. According to Appadut8B6) material culture or the thing people
acquire or make, should be read as symbols threugbh social status is exhibited and
maintained. In addition material culture reflectsnaral economy that structures every day
experiences. People can manipulate things/possssgiarepresent changes in their status or

identity, relative to those around them.”

As explained by Sanya Salamon, the new global oreldistributes populations as well as
goods and wealth. This movement is acceleratechéyrade agreement that constitutes the
new global order in particular the Greater Mekoraprtomic Corridor especially the North
South Economic Corridor that binds together ThaijJahao PDR, Myanmar and People
Republic of China in a neo-liberal regime of demwadiized, reciprocal regulation of trade,
investment and associated affairs. With this thesmleframework, the researcher selected

8|
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factors which were often found significantly retate the impact of the construction of North
South Economic Corridor on the Hmong ethnic’s walife in Chiang Khong district, Chiang
Rai province, Thailand, is shown in the followinigre 2.

The Impact of North South Economic Corridor
on the Hmong Ethnic’'s Way of Life

\ Il v
EconomicAspect Social Aspect Cultural Aspect
- Household - Community - Customs and
expenditure cohesiveness tradition
- Income earning - Community norms - Ritual ceremony
- Saving and debt and regulations - Belief
- Exchange of - Crossing border - Arts and craft
goods
- Consumption of
goods and
product:

s

Way of Life before 1998 and after construction @irth South Economic
Corridor under the GMS strategic framework, 199820

1l

The Hmong Ethnic’s Way of Life in Chiang Khong Dist,
Chiangrai Province, Thailand

Figure 2. Conceptual Framework showing the relatigm between the impact of North South Economic

Corridor on the Hmong ethnic’s way of life in thragpects; economic, social and cultural aspects.

2. Research Methodology

This research was based on the survey of Hmongc&thway of life which had an effect on
the impact of North-South Economic Corridor thasged through Chiang Khong district,
Chiang Rai province, Thailand. The questionnairésiinistered to the respondents were
structured and unstructured. The questionnairesdéta collection were divided into four

parts; (1) Democratic characteristic of the resgons, (2) Economic Aspect on Impact of
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North South Economic Corridor, (3) Social Aspect lampact of North South Economic
Corridor, and (4) Cultural Aspect on Impact of No8outh Economic Corridor.

There are 432 households in the residence villagettze researcher selected 230 household
heads to be the sample size by employing Taro Yam@tatistical tools for analyzing the
data were frequency distribution, percentage, msetandard deviation, and t-test and the
acceptable levels of significance were set at Scepgr (*) and 1 percent (**). The
measurement of Attitude Scale, the researcher tiieetikert — Type Scale to determine the
impact of North South Economic Corridor on the Hmathnic's way of life in Chiang
Khong District, Chiang Rai Province, Thailand.

3 Very 2.34-3.00
2 Medium 1.67-2.33
1 Little 1.00-1.66

3. Results of the Research

The Hmong respondents were living in five selestildges in Chiang Khong district. The
results of the research could be presented inoffenfing.

3.1 Part 1. Democratic Characteristic of the Respaients

Table 2. Sex of the Respondents

Sex Frequency Percent
Male 141 61.3
Female 89 38.7
Total 230 100.0

Table 2 shows that most respondents were male ¢singp61.3 %, and female 38.7 %.
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Table 3. Age of the Respondents

Age Frequency Percent
31-40 35 15.2
41-50 78 33.9
51-60 52 22.6
61-70 55 23.9
71-up 10 4.4
Total 230 100

Table 3 shows the age of the respondents, 33.9 8 between 41-50 years, mostly found
between the ages of 61-70 years 23.6 % and 22.ét#ebn 51-60 years, respectively.

Table 4. Occupation of the Respondents

Occupation Frequency Percent

Field crops 64 27.8
Gardening 10 4.3

Field crops+ gardening 78 33.9
Trade 32 13.9

Private enterprise 5 2.2
Employees 7 3.0
Constructiorworkers 22 9.6

General hired labourer 12 5.2
Total 230 100.0

Table 4 shows the occupation of the respondentd, &3of the Hmong earned an income
from field crops and gardening, 27.8 % from fietdpgs, and trade 13.9 %, respectively, 9.6
% from the rest were construction workers, 5.2rénf general hired laborer, 4.3 % from

gardening, 3.0 percent from employee and 2.2 ¥h foavate enterprise.
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Table 5. Educational Attainment of the Respondents.

Education Frequency Percent
Uneducated 54 23.5
Primary education level 4 45 19.6
Primary education level 6 50 21.7
Junior high school 18 7.8
High school 31 13.5
High vocational certificate 22 9.6
Bachelor's degree 10 4.3

Total 230 100

Table 5 shows the educational level of respondehtsh comprise uneducated 23.5 %, the
majority obtained education at various levels; 2%7primary education level 6, 19.6 %
primary education level 4, 13.5 % high school, &éigh vocational certificate, junior high

school 7.8 % and 4.3 % bachelor's degree.

Table 6. Types of Family

Family type Frequency Percent
Single family 111 48.3
Extended family 119 51.7

Total 230 100.0

Table 6 shows the types of family which found 5% ivas extended family and 48.3 % was
single family type.

Table 7. Length of Settlement in the Respondenittadgées

Length of settlements Frequency Percent
20-30 129 56.1
31-40 40 17.4
41-50 38 16.5
51 Up 23 10
Total 230 100
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Table 7 shows the length of settlement of the nedpots living in Chiang Khong district,
Chiang Rai province which found 56.1 % were betw@6r30 years of settlement; the
highest were 17.4 % between 31-40 years and betde®0 years 16.5 %, respectively.

3.2 Part 2. Economic Aspect on the Impact of Nortlsouth Economic Corridor
The Hmong respondents were asked about their sbaféecome.

Table 8. Income sources of the Respond@t230)

Income sources Frequency Percent

Agriculture as a household income sources:

Farm crops 91 39.6
Corn 131 57.0
Soybean 21 9.1
Cassava 11 4.8
Plantation:
Lychee 89 38.7
Rubber 71 30.9
Employed in agriculture:
- Contract farming. 28 12.2
- ContractFarmers 7 3.0

Non Agriculture

- Trade 32 13.9

-  Garment 100 43.5
(cloth sewing

- Cloth weaving 7 3.0

- Basketry 7 3.0

- Construction 7 3.0

- general hired labor 11 4.8

Table 8 shows the source of income of the respdad®me from corn 57.0 %, garment 43.5
%, and growing farm crops 39.6 % and planting lgchees 38.7 % and rubber plantation
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30.9 %. These indicated the real life situatiorHofiong as traditionally they work on farm

and earn some income other means.

Table 9. Yearly Household Economy of the Resporsl@it230)

Household economic Mean Std. Deviation

Income in cash
Income from agriculture (rice, corn, soybean, cagsa 35,994 17,523
lychee and rubber growing)
Income from non-agriculture (cloth sewing, cloth 56,975 25,572
weaving, basketry and general hired labor)
Total 37,674 22,003
Expenditure in cash

Household operation expenditure 7,472 1,479
Farming expenditur@ertilizer, seeds, gasoline, 16,988 8,646
hire laboy
Expenditure for paying debt 8,194 4,244
Total 11,119 3,195
Total of sampling household debts 30,240 19,971
Total of sampling household savings 42,402 29,581

Table 9 shows the yearly household economic ofHm®ng ethic group in Chiang Khong

which found that the income in cash came from twarses of earning; agricultures( =

35,994 Baht) and non-agriculturex (= 56,975 Bafit)e cash income was used for
household expenditure into three categories; faiskbold operation expenditure (  =7,472
Baht), farming expenditurex( = 16,988 Baht) angesditure for paying debtx( = 8,194

Baht).

The average income of the respondents (= 35,99d/\iar) were mainly agriculture that
derived from rice, corn, soybean, cassava, lyclnelerabber growing (Table 7). The average
income of the respondents per year from non-adgui(x =56,975 Baht) which came from
cloth sewing, cloth weaving, basketry and genenadhlabor. The average expenditure for
paying debt per year was 8,194 Baht. The avehagsehold expenditure per year was
11,119 Baht. The cash flow was categorized intedlnategories; household operatian ( =
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7,472 Baht), farming such as fertilizer, seedsptyas, hire labor ¢ = 16,988 Baht), paying
debt (x = 8,194 Baht). The average debt of the §agpespondents was 30,220 Baht per
year, and the savings capacity of the samplingomdgnts was 42,402 Baht per year.

3.3 The Economic Impact

The influence of North South Economic Corridor Hasught about changes in Chiang
Khong district that could be clearly seen in thevedepment of the infrastructure. It has
supported production, trade and investment amongtdes along the corridor, in particular
the route R3a and in conjunction with the corgdtam of the fourth Friendship Bridge that
linking Chiang Khong district of Thailand and Bore& district of Lao PDR. The
development of North South Economic Corridor intinasture resulted in changes in the
economic way of life of the Hmong ethnic groups kmth countries. The investigated
affecting factors as a result of the economic imp@t¢he North South Economic Corridor in
this research are the followin@l) Occupation, (2) Income earning capability, (3) 18beg
on a daily basis, (4) The ability to work, (5) Sgemy for health care and leisure, (6) The
households savings, (7) Status of indebtedness, I(®plvement in cultural tourism, (9)
Exchange of cultural goods among various ethnicokign groups along the North South
Economic Corridor, (10) Consumption of products &) Prices of products.

Table 10. The Economic Impact of North South Ecoio@orridor towards the Hmong
Ethnic’s Way of Life (N=230)

Economic Past Present t
Aspect Mean Std. Attitude  Mean Std. Attitude

Deviation Scale Deviation Scale
Occupation
Household 1.33 0.16 Little 2.15 0.35 Medium 174.32**
income
earning
Skills and 1.82 0.58 Medium 2.86 0.29 Very 168.45**
income
earning
experience
Unemployed 1.89 0.64 Medium 2.67 0.74 Very 129.74**
and duration
of seeking

| 15



Mekong Institute

Research Working Paper Series No0.9 / 2012

Economic Past

Aspect Mean Std.

Deviation

Attitude
Scale

Mean

Present

Std.
Deviation

Attitude
Scale

employment

Satisfaction 1.56 0.23
on earning

activities

Acquire 1.97 0.16
knowledge

on marketing

Income earning capability

Regular 1.33 0.62
income

earned

Special 1.20 0.24
occasion on

income

earned

Income from 1.87 0.43
welfare

services

(community

cooperative/

funeral

funds)

Spending on a daily basis

Daily food 129 0.28
expense

Household 1.74 0.65
maintenance

expense

Occupational 1.79 0.16
inputs

expense

Social 2.10 0.29
activities

expense

The ability to work

Delicacy of 2.30 0.88
working

Little

Medium

Little

Little

Medium

Little

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

248

2.61

2.30

2.47

2.43

2.40

2.51

2.18

2.42

2.60

0.34

0.52

0.30

0.56

0.38

0.38

0.36

0.38

0.28

0.49

Very

Very

Medium

Medium

Very

Very

Very

Medium

Very

Very

84.74**

164.92**

210.34**

89.21**

82.46**

71.15*

84.71**

124.55**

137.81**

146.38**
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Economic Past Present t
Aspect Mean Std. Attitude  Mean Std. Attitude
Deviation Scale Deviation Scale

situation

Level of 1.97 0.66 Medium 2.75 0.18 Very 84.69**
labor skills

Efficiency in  1.97 0.49 Medium 2.54 0.36 Very 96.31**
work

Spending for health care and leisure

Health care 1.24 0.32 Little 2.30 0.00 Medium  128.68**
expense

Leisure 1.89 0.16 Medium 2.49 0.46 Very 149.37**
expense

Entertainmen 1.28 0.32 Little 2.89 0.86 Very 129.88**
t expense

(movie,

music)
The households savings
Amount of 1.97 0.36 Medium 2.07 0.66 Medium 174.39**
savings

Increment of 1.47 0.16 Medium 1.94 0.36 Medium 128.75**
saving

amount in

each

month/year
Amount in 1.38 0.34 Little 2.12 0.76 Medium 127.91*
community
fund or other
savings

Status of indebtedness

Existing debt 1.03 0.36 Little 2.13 0.36 Medium 237.84
Earning an 1.33 0.49 Little 2.03 0.41 Medium  98.64**
income to

pay debt

Punctuality in 2.02 0.76 Medium 2.10 0.62 Medium  89.62**

paying debt
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Economic

Aspect Mean

Past

Std.

Deviation

Attitude

Scale

Mean

Present

Std.
Deviation

Attitude
Scale

Involvement in cultural tourism

Number of 1.27
tourists

visited

Provision of  1.38
services to

the tourists

Cultural 1.24
entertainment

to the tourists

0.82

0.43

0.23

Little

Little

Little

2.30

1.93

1.97

0.49

0.46

0.65

Medium

Medium

Medium

Exchange of cultural goods among various ethnic Hong groups along
the North South Economic Corridor

Hmong 1.03
clothing

embroidery

Silver 2.00
ornamental
decoration
Household 1.97
utensils

0.36

0.16

0.49

Consumption of products

Household 1.40
daily use

items (soap,

tooth paste,
washing

powder, hair

and facial
make-up)

Industrial 1.20
products

(sewing

machine)
Agricultural 1.78
products

(fruits,

vegetables)

0.72

0.36

0.50

Little

Medium

Medium

Little

Little

Medium

2.74

2.97

2.58

2.67

2.20

2.03

0.60

0.48

0.24

0.16

0.39

0.49

Very

Very

Very

Very

Medium

Medium

219.42**

128.74**

134.44**

272.99**

143.74**

98.94**

141.74**

224.61**

138.52
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Economic Past Present t
Aspect Mean Std. Attitude  Mean Std. Attitude
Deviation Scale Deviation Scale

Prices of products

Household 1.23 0.39 Little 2.15 0.56 Medium  142.35**
daily use

items (soap,

tooth paste,

washing

powder, hair

and facial

make-up)

Industrial 1.50 0.28 Little 2.48 0.26 Very 68.13**
products

(sewing

machine)

Agricultural  2.03 0.68 Medium 2.47 0.76 Very 176.41**
products

(fruits,

vegetables)

** Significant difference at 1 percent level

Table 10 shows the impacts of North South Econd@uaidor toward the changing life’s
style by the respondents’ self assessment affedantprs occurring from the past and
compared with present situation which have shovgmifscantly different at .01 level

implying that there was a change in occupation tvthad indicated highest skills and
income earning experiencex ( = 1.82, 2.86), secoiffgrence in unemployment and
duration of seeking employment ( = 189, 2.67), @mdl difference in acquire knowledge
on marketing ¢ =1.97, 2.61).

The impact of North South Economic Corridor on ime&o earning capability was found
significantly different in special occasion on imee® earned X = 1.20, 2.47), income from
welfare services{ = 1.87, 2.43) and regular inceamed ¢ = 1.33, 230Jhe impact of
North South Economic Corridor on spending of a yddibsis was found significantly
different at highest attitude scale in householdnieaance itemsy = 1.74, 2.51), social
activities expensex = 2.10, 2.442), daily foodenge ¢ = 1.29, 2.40) and medium in
occupational inputs expense ( =1.79, 2.18). Theaohpf North South Economic Corridor
on the ability to work found significantly differeim all aspects at highest attitude scale as
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listing in order of importance consisting levelsklls (x = 1.97,2.75), delicacy of working (
x = 2.30, 260) and efficiency in work( =1.97, 2.54

The impact of North South Economic Corridor on speg on health care and leisure found
significantly different at highest attitude scate entertainment expense (= 1.28, 2.89),
leisure expensex( = 1.89, 2.49) and medium atlnealte expensex( = 1.24, 2.30he
impact of North South Economic Corridor on the hehad savings was found significantly
different at medium attitude scale in all aspeatsgavings amount in community fund or
other savings X = 1.38, 2.12), amount of savings ( = 1.97, 2.0 mcrement of saving
amount in each month/yeak ( = 1.47, 1.97). Thectffg factors on the impact of North
South Economic Corridor was found significantly feliént at highest attitude scale in
existing debt ¢ = 1.03, 2.13), earning an incomep&y debt ¢ = 1.03, 2.03) and
punctuality in paying debtx = 2.02, 2.10), respety. The affecting factors on the impact
of North South Economic Corridor of involvementoumltural tourism was found significantly
different at medium attitude scale in all aspeatsyumbers of tourists visitedx( = 1.27,
2.30), cultural entertainment to the tourist (  241.1.97) and provision of services to the
tourists (x =1.38, 1.93).

The affecting factors on the impact of North So#btonomic Corridor of exchange of
cultural goods among various ethnic Hmong groups Veaind significantly different at
highest attitude scale in all aspects as repontedrder of importance consisting silver
ornamental decorationx( = 2.00, 2.97), Hmong cighembroidery ¢ = 1.03, 2.74) and
household utensilsx( =1.97, 2.58), respectively.he &ffecting factors on the impact of
North South Economic Corridor of consumption ofgarots was found significantly different
on household daily use items at highest attituédesx = 1.40, 2.67), and the other second
priority at medium scale was industrial products<1.20, 2.20) and agricultural products (

= 1.78. 203)The affecting factors on the impact of North Soattonomic Corridor of price
of products was found significantly different aghest attitude scale on industrial products (
x = 1.50, 2.48) and agricultural products ( = 203,32, second at medium attitude scale
was household daily use items ( =1.23, 2.13).
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3.4 The Social Impact

The influence of border trade has changed the Isacd economic way of life and the
possibility that the Hmong ethnic groups of botlurnies could be assimilated through the
exposure of new culture and may have to be lurédl luman trafficking, drug addicts,
HIV/AIDS, illegal crossing border and destructiohtlee natural resources and environment.
The af

fecting factors on the social impact of the Nortuth Economic Corridor were investigated
in this research included the following facto($)Social status of the household, (2) The
physical condition of the household, (3) Partidatin community activities, (4) Physical

health, (5) Sense of security in life and prope®y,Opportunity in education and promotion
of learning of the household members, (7) The &bakl conditions and settlement

movement, (8) Communications and transportation(@ndlravel between the border.

Table 11. The Social Impact of North South Econo@uceridor towards the Hmong Ethnic’s
Way of Life (N=230)

Social Aspect Past Present t
Mean Std. Attitude Mean Std. Attitude
Deviation Scale Deviation Scale

Social status of the household

General social 2.04 0.36 Medium 2.13 0.16 Medium 93.38**
status of the

household

Acceptance 2.12 0.34 Medium 2.29 0.74 Medium  138.95**
from the

society

Warmth and  2.15 0.28 Medium 2.30 0.62 Medium  134.02**
relationship

among

household

members

The physical condition of the household
Strong 1.45 0.67 Little 2.34 0.52 Medium 90.11**

physical
structure of
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Social Aspect Past

Mean Std. Attitude
Deviation Scale

Mean

Present

Std.
Deviation

Attitude
Scale

Hmong's

house

Physical 2.09 0.48 Medium
structure of

Hmong's

house

changed

Participation in community activities

Assignment of 1.49 0.47 Little
responsible

function from

society

Participation  1.81 0.23  Medium
in expressed

viewpoints

Knowing 1.16 0.35 Medium
situations of

local and

outside

communities

Physical health

General health 1.84 0.27 Medium

Sickness or 2.15 0.39 Medium
other

communicable

diseases

Problem of 1.36 0.84 Little
drug addicts

or stimulant

beverage

Sense of security in life and property

Security in 1.60 0.65 Little
daily life

Security in 2.07 0.50 Medium
property

Aspiration of  1.75 0.28 Medium
well being and

living

2.48

2.30

2.19

2.49

1.97
2.34

2.67

2.18

1.97

231

0.19

0.36

0.28

0.28

0.16
0.33

0.19

0.19

0.64

0.73

Very

Medium

Medium

Very

Medium

Very

Very

Medium
Medium

Medium

148.30%**

81.21%#*

137.62

142.35**

25.31
82.64**

92.12**

182.65**

84.04**

96.21**
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Social Aspect Past Present t
Mean Std. Attitude Mean Std. Attitude
Deviation Scale Deviation Scale

Opportunity in education and promotion of learning of the household members
Financial 1.28 0.52 Little 2.03 0.16 Medium  124.31**
support in

education

Learning 1.48 0.26 Little 2.83 0.37 Very 99.21**
achievement

of the

household

members

Opportunity 1.56 0.74 Little 2.86 0.35 Very 87.32**
in education

or searching

information

on trade

The household conditions and settlement movement

Youth moved 1.12 0.60 Little 2.55 0.36 Very 162.95%*
to work in city

Settlement of 1.18 0.23 Little 2.70 0.41 Very 76.85%*
shops selling

handicraft

products

(embroidery,

clothing, hand

bag)

Communications and transportation

Increasing 1.17 0.39 Little 2.19 0.26 Medium 97.38%*
numbers of

vehicles

Road 1.97 0.26 Medium 2.64 0.48 Very 168.95%*
condition in

use

Commute 1.97 0.61 Medium 2.29 0.37 Medium 110.32%*
among areas

Traffic 1.64 0.87 Little 1.98 0.46 Medium 97.09%*
condition

Safety in 2.03 0.85 Medium 2.16 0.69 Medium 85.42%*
transportation

in the areas
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Social Aspect Past Present t
Mean Std. Attitude Mean Std. Attitude
Deviation Scale Deviation Scale

Travel between the border

Convenience 1.45 0.32 Little 2.83 0.43 Very 128.18%*
in crossing the

borders

Participation  1.84 0.84 Medium 2.85 0.36 Very 96.12%*
in traditional

events (New

year,

wedding,

funeral )

** Significant difference at 1 percent level

Table 11 shows the impacts of North South Econddaoidor toward the changing in the
Hmong ethnic’s life style in the social status loé household as compared with the past and
present situations was found statistical signifigadifferent at .01 level implying highest in
warmth and relationship among household members 2.15, 2.3), second change was
acceptance from the societyx ( = 2.12, 2.29),gantkral social status of the househotd (
= 2.04, 2.13). The social affecting factors on Ndbuth Economic Corridan the physical
condition of the household has shown highest imgimy strong physical structure of the
Hmong's house X = 2.09, 2.48) and changed in physstructure of Hmong's house
(x=2.09, 2.48). The social affecting factors on tNorSouth Economic Corridor in
participation in community activities has shownhegt change in knowing situation of local
and outside communitiesx( = 1.16, 2.49), second asgggnment of responsible function

from society & = 1.49, 2.30), and participatiorekpressed viewpointss( = 1.81, 2.19).

The social affecting factors on North South Ecorm@orridorin physical healthvas found

highest change in problem of drug addicts or stamubeveragey = 1.36, 2.67), second was
sickness or other communicable diseases ( = 2.B3) 2nd general healthx( = 1.84,
1.97). The sense of security in life and propersceial affecting factors on North South
Economic Corridohad indicated highest changeaspiration of wellbeing and livingx( =
1.75, 2.31). It was found that security in propdrty= 2.07, 1.97) has decreased due to the

development plan of Chiang Khong district that h&sg in migration of various population
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which was created a sense of insecurity of the HmBthnic’s way of life. The social
affecting factors on opportunity in education amdnpotion of learning of the household
members was highest in opportunity in educatiorsearching information on trade ( =
1.56, 2.86), second was learning achievement dhtlisehold members( = 1.48, 2.83) and

financial support in educatiorx( = 1.28, 2.03).

The social affecting factors on the household domas in settlement movement was found
significantly change at highest level in settlemeftshops selling handicraft products
(embroidery, clothing, hand bagx ( = 1.18, 2.70o0sel was found that youth moved to
work in city (x= 1.12, 2.55).The social affecting factors on communications and
transportation was found highest in increasing rensilof vehicles X = 1.97, 2.64), second
was commute among areas ( = 1.97, 2.29) and sdcaffidc condition (x = 2.03, 2.16)
which found less affectedk( =1.64, 1.98).

The social affecting factors as a result of Nortlut8 Economic Corridor was found highest
change in participation in traditional events (ngzar, wedding, funeral)x( = 1.84, 2.85) and

second was convenience in crossing the borders).45; 2.83).
3.5 The Cultural Impact

The diffusion of communication media such as raatd television changed the adaption of
practice and innovation. Improvement of infrastauetand transportation could facilitate the
movement of people between the two countries eésser in the past. The affecting factors
as a result of the cultural impact of the North tBodEconomic Corridor were investigated
into the following variables; (1) Pattern of indimgris health care, (2) Behavior and
socialization in the household, (3) Dietary constiarphabits, (4) Cultural exchange and (5)
Cultural adaptation.

| 25



Mekong Institute
Research Working Paper Series No0.9 / 2012

Table 12. The Cultural Impact of North South Ecomor@orridor towards the Hmong
Ethnic’s Way of Life (N=230)

Cultural Aspect Past Present t
Mean Std. Attitude Mean Std. Present
Deviation Scale Deviation Attitude
Scale

Pattern of indigenous health care

External treatment 2.97 0.16 Very 1.86 0.46 Medium 29.84**
of sickness

Ritual ceremony  2.00 0.34 Medium 1.83 0.38 Medium 71.95**
for health care

Food for health 285 0.78 Very 1.90 0.30 Medium 41.98**

Herbal therapy 2.59 0.50 Very 2.00 0.00 Medium 91.95**
treatment
Indigenous 2.74 0.38 Very 2.45 0.40 Very  78.32**
midwifery
treatment

Behavior and socialization in the household

Traditional 2.95 0.16 Very 2.06 0.38 Medium 95.32**
childcare in the

household

Early childhood 1.46 0.16 Little 2.55 0.84 Very  12.74**
development

through child care

center

Socializing 2.76 0.46 Very 291 0.35 Very  85.62%%*
children in the

household

(teaching for good

behavior,

obedience in

elderly)

Followed the 2.85 0.84 Very 1.93 0.40 Medium 25.14%*
instruction to

work on farm,

basketry,

embroidery since

childhood
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Cultural Aspect Past Present t
Mean Std. Attitude Mean Std. Present
Deviation Scale Deviation Attitude
Scale

Dietary consumption habits

Cooking utensils  2.08 0.45 Medium 1.29 0.35 Little 1.32%*
(bamboo tray,
bamboo filter,
bamboo rice
cooker, axe)
Materials for food 2.49 0.84 Very  2.68 0.67 Very  09.21%**
preparation
Cooking method 265 0.28 Very  2.79 0.91 Very 2.16%*

Food beliefs 289 0.31 Very  2.03 0.46 Medium  1.20%*
Cultural exchange

Local culture 1.83 0.50 Little 2.92 0.27 Very -
(New year, 12.15%*
wedding, funeral

Arts and culture, 2.18 0.46 Medium 2.95 0.32 Very  19.12**
folk play and local

music (bamboo

flute, gong)
Arts and culture  2.00 0.62 Medium 2.58 0.63 Very -
on musical lyric 39.74%*
Hmong costume  2.45 0.29 Very 2.01 0.75 Medium -
29.45%%*
Hmong ethnic 2.98 0.36 Very  2.05 0.46 Medium -
language 32.62%*
Cultural adaptation
Playing bamboo  1.03 0.16 Little 2.21 0.41 Medium -
flute 34.21%*
Spinning wooden  2.88 0.26 Very 243 0.37 Very -
ball 53.46%*
Throwing cloth 2.75 0.16 Very 2.50 0.63 Very -
ball 51.54%*
Embroidery 245 0.27 Very 1.79 0.54 Medium -
13.65%*
Wax paintings 264 0.34 Very 139 0.29 Little -
21.42%%*

** Significant difference at 1 percent level
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Table 12 shows the impacts of North South Econddaiidor toward the changing Hmong
ethnic’s life style on overall cultural aspects @smpared between the past and present
situations. It was found significantly different @il level as describing by each affecting

factor as followed:

The pattern of indigenous health care of affectactors on ritual ceremony for health care
was found highest decreasing ( = 2.00, 1.83), ske@s external treatment of sickness (
= 2.97, 1.86) and third was food for health ( 8%2.1.90). Thébehavior and socialization
in the household affecting factors on socializatabld care in the household was found
highest changex = 2.76, 2.91) and also early chddhdevelopment through child care
center & = 1.46, 2.55). The decreased culturattifg factors was the followed instruction
to work on farm, basketry, embroidery since eartyidhood (x = 2.85, 1.93) and
traditional child care in the household ( = 2.9%6) was decreased. The cultural affecting
factors on dietary consumption habits was foundhdsgy change in cooking method ( =
2.65, 2.79) and materials for food preparation ( .492 2.68). The deceased cultural
affecting factors was cooking utensils (bamboo,tkeymboo filter, bamboo rice cooker, axe)
(x = 2.08, 1.29) and food beliefs ( = 2.89, 2.03)eTcultural affecting factors on cultural
exchange was found highest change in arts andrepltoik play and local music (bamboo
flute, gong) & = 2.18, 2.95), second was localwelt(new year, wedding, funeralx ( =
1.83, 2.92) and arts and culture on musical lysicY 2.00, 2.58). The cultural affecting
factors on cultural adaptation was found decreaseall cultural activities included wax
paintings (K = 2.64, 1.39), embroidery ( = 2.45,9),&xcept playing bamboo flut( =
1.03, 2.21) was increased.

4. Summary of the Research

Table 13. The Impact of the North — SouHtonomic Corridor on the Hmong Ethnic
Lifestyle Changes as a Result of the Economic Ats{i=230)

Economic Past Attitude Present Attitude t
Aspect Mean Std. Scale Mean Std. Scale
Deviation Deviation
Occupation 1.60 0.15 Little  2.72 0.22 Very 138.174*
Income earning 1.33 0.22 Little  2.90 0.38 Very BO3**
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Economic Past Attitude Present Attitude t
Aspect Mean Std. Scale Mean Std. Scale
Deviation Deviation

Spendingona 1.51 0.86 Little  2.26 0.65 Medium 70.742*
daily basis

The ability to 1.98 0.27 Medium 2.85 0.38 Very 80.597**
work

Spending for 1.00 0.32 Little  2.65 0.22 Very 234.872**
health care and

recreation

The households 1.66 0.28 Little 2.64 0.67 Very 139.932**
savings

Debt 1.35 0.24 Little 1.68 0.71 Medium 94.121**

Cultural Tourism 1.32 0.31 Little 1.67 0.27 Medium120.357**

Exchange of 1.67 0.29 Medium 3.00 0.32 Very 259.361**
cultural goods

among various

ethnic Hmong

groups along the

North South

Economic

Corridor

Consumption of 1.33 0.35 Little  2.65 0.46 Very 187.402**
products

Prices of 1.67 0.20 Medium 2.33 0.72 Medium  273.327**
products

Total 1.49 0.60 Little 2.47  0.50 Very

** Significant difference at 1 percent level

Table 13 shows the impact of North — South Econo@acridor. The Hmong life style
changed as a result of the economic growth in\witl the construction of North — South
Economic Corridor. The Hmong ethnic group had camgahanges as occurred to them
between the past to present. The difference hasrsistatistically significant at 1 percent
level of economic factors that have indicated teaed of changes higher than in the past. (
= 1.49,2.47), and the highest found in excharfgeuttural goods among various Hmong
ethnic groups along the North South Economic Corrigk = 1.67,3.00), followed by the
family income increasedx( = 1.33, 2.90) and theettgpment of skills and expertise in a
career has highx( = 1.98. , 2.85) and its culttoalrism on economic impact showed
minimal effect x =1.32,1.67).
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Table 14. The Impact of the North - South Econo@mrridor on the Hmong Ethnic’s
Lifestyle Changes as a Result of the Social As(i¢c230)

Social Aspect Past Attitude Present Attitude t
Mean Std. Scale Mean Std. Scale
Deviation Deviation
Social status of 1.67 0.37 Medium 2.01 0.27 Medium 97.416
the household o

The physical 2.50 0.51 Very 2.99 0.29 Very 92.46**
condition of the

household

Participation in ~ 1.67 0.24 Medium 2.33 0.31 Medium 121.34**
community

activities

Physical health 1.67 0.25 Medium  1.99 0.18 Medium2.46**
Sense of security 1.00 0.64 Little 1.97 0.27 Very 92.46**
of life and

property

Educational 1.33 0.39 Little 2.57 0.19 Very  113.94**
opportunity and

learning of the

members of the

household

The household 1.00 0.49 Little 2.29 0.16 Medium 176.60**
conditions in

the settlement

Communications 1.73 0.21 Medium 1.93 0.15 Medium  18.97**

Travel between 2.00 0.19 Medium 2.84 0.26 Very 49.37**
the border
Total 1.62 0.33 Medium 2.32 0.20 Very

** Significant difference at 1 percent level

Table 14 shows the impact of the Northern — SowtbnBmic Corridor on changes in the
social aspect of Hmong ethnic group, as compareldeio situations in the past and towards
the present. The difference is statistically sigaifit at 1 percent level, the overall social
factors are likely to be affected by changes asvaha the higher levelX = 1.62, 2.32). The
evidence of change is likely that most of the hogdmaterial form and physical condition of
the household = 2.50, 2.99), followed by travejlbetween the bordex( = 2.00, 2.84)
and indicating rise to higher in educational oppoity and learning of the household
members ¢ =1.33, 2.37
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Table 15. The Impact of the North — South Econofaridor on the Hmong Ethnic’s
Lifestyle Changes as a Result of the Cultural Asflds230)

Cultural Past Attitude Present Attitude t
Aspect Mean Std. Scale Mean Std. Scale
Deviation Deviation
Pattern of 2.78 0.33 Very 2.08 0.19 Medium  53.22*
indigenous *
health care
Behavior and 2.99 0.55 Very 2.46 0.67 Very 52.45*
*

socialization in
the household
Dietary habits 2.22 0.68 Medium 2.20 0.26 Medium .491*

Cultural 2.21 0.18 Medium 2.49 0.37 Very -
exchange 23.49*
*
Adaptation of 1.67 0.27 Medium 2.09 0.28 Medium -
the art 38.99*
*
Total 2.37 0.25 Very 2.26 0.37 Medium  29.21

**

** Significant difference at 1 percent level

Table 15 shows the impact of the North- SouBtonomic Corridor towards
the changing lifestyles of Hmong ethnic group oliwze. The respondents had compared the
situations as occurred in the past and their ao@aptiof practices in
the present. The difference is statistically sigaifit at 1 percent level. The cultural factors
that have shown affected is lower in pattern ofigadous health carex( = 2.78, 2.08.),
followed by the behavior and socialization in timusehold ¢ = 2.99, 2.46) and cultural

exchange among Hmong ethnic group (x = 2.21,)h48 increased at the high level.

5. Discussion of the Research

There is a distinct change in economic activitiest in the past the Hmong ethnic earned a
livelihood on subsistence farming in growing cropese, raising animals. The farm products
were mainly consumed in the households except sumpus were sold. The construction of
the North South Economic Corridor has changed @hkdmong district to be established as

the special zone for agricultural production andestment. The zone could link with the
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neighboring countries. This has shown an adveraiécted to the Hmong ethnic’s way of
life such as changing occupation in growing someetpf crops such as maize, flower
garden, ginger plantation. Moreover, there arectienges of goods and other products such
as silver ornament, increasing number of cultuatism tourists in the community that had
made the household income increased. The housebgenditure had increased and
deviated the pattern of consumption on luxuriousdgoand depending on the convenience of
household appliances. This phenomenon supported résearch findings of Somsak
Srisantisook (1987, pp. 18-10). In that he has @sed that in the past community economic
had depended on traditional production with an argle and consumed in the community.
Now the new economic adaption has shifted to the cegitalism system as the basis of the
society due to the people’s wants and needs falirigatheir living. This work of Somsak
Srisantisook has related to the findings of NattapSaengpradap (1984) that changes in
community had created changes in occupation, emmay, income and expenditure. The

indebtedness practice deviated has deviated thegirttain attitudes and social value.

The diffusion of culture in the society and comntyriiad created changes in adaption of
innovation especially the adaption of the matetiasihngs but neglecting the spiritual
appreciation. The changing in leisure style hafteshithe people to watch television (Seri
Pongpinyo 2009, pp. 172 — 179). He proposed thatchmmunicative interaction could
influence those who had shown weak culture andpedethe main stream culture of that
society. The diffusion of culture through communi@a media such as television as well as
the acceptance of the urban culture into their wialife sometime decreased the people’s
belief who was once believed in the supra-natooater.

6. Conclusion and Recommendations

Factors that have been affected by North - Soutim&wmic Corridor on the Hmong ethnic’s

way of life in Chiang Khong district, Chiang RaioRimce can be concluded in the following:
The Economic Aspect:

The impact of the North South Economic Corridor viided sufficient evidence on the
economic aspect of the Hmong ethnic group indictttetithere are changes at the very high

level in occupation, earning an income, the gbilb work, spending for health care and
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recreation, the households savings, exchange tfralgoods among various Hmong ethnic

groups along the North South Economic Corridor emasumption of goods products.
The Social Aspect:

The impact of the North South Economic Corridoryidled sufficient evidence on the social
aspect of the Hmong ethnic group indicated thatetlage changes at the very high level in
the physical condition of the household, senseeclisty in life and property, educational

opportunity and learning of the household membedsteavelling between the borders.
The Cultural Aspect:

The impact of the North South Economic Corridor viided sufficient evidence on the
cultural aspect of the Hmong ethnic group indicatest there are changes at the very high
level in pattern of indigenous health care, butehie a slightly change compared to the past
but not significant, implying that Hmong ethnic gpostill using local wisdom for health
care, cultural exchange among various Hmong etimoiap along the North South Economic
Corridor.

6.1 Recommendations
Economic Adaptation

1. The Hmong should be provided with educational opputy and encouraged to be
involved in managing community cultural tourism anstrengthening the
entrepreneurial skills in product development withiorth South Economic Corridor
cooperation. The successful community culturalismarshould be based on effective
public relations to be known in attracting the tets which in turn the community
increased in revenue.

2. There should be an established exhibition centethi® Hmong handicraft products
along the North South Economic Corridor. The Hmbagdicraft products should be
upgraded in accordance with the market demandatticplar, the products should be
well categorized into standardized workmanship Whiccreased value added of the
SME.
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3.

The Hmong should adapt the Sufficiency Economyd3bibhy in applying practices
in the household so that the practices will invothie appreciation of Sufficiency
Economy components in  moderation, reasonablesedfs; immunity, knowledge,

and ethics. The practices will increase the hougetnvareness on prevention of the

financial risk and other crisis which have affectedearning an income.

Social Adaptation

1.

Ministry of Education should support the teachimgl dearning both in school and
outer school systems particularly the encouragermoeself — learning to the Hmong
children and youth. The out of school youth shdutdprovided the lifelong learning
skills which correspond to Hmong ethnic’s way ofeliwhile living in the
multicultural diversity of the Thai society, espaty in the rapid change of the North
South Economic Corridor.

The health organization should provide the protectiealth care systems in dealing
with the new occurring disease as well as to assigtimary health care, mental and
physical rehabilitation, self reliance on healtlhecand with knowledge on consumer

protection measure.

Cultural Adaptation

1.

2.

The Hmong ethnic should organize the New Year e¥enteunion among other
Hmong groups and also for the cultural exchangegatbe North South Economic
Corridor.

The government should preserve and protect the lgnatimic local wisdom such as

indigenous medicine and traditional herbs for hboktuses.

The direction of adaptation of the ethnic Hmongaoids the impact along the path of North

South Economic Corridor which has been observed thare are business networks

established for value added to the cultural pragjucionservation, revitalization and

transmission of tribal identity. Of utmost importanis to develop the standard of living for

quality of life improvement and, more importantlihe increase in earning capability,

prevention of diseases, security in life and prgpas well as the facilitation of service for

the border trades are required.
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About MINZAS

MINZAS program is a partnership program of Mekongtitute and New Zealand Embassy
in Bangkok. The objective of this program is to @mte research capacity of young GMS
researchers by providing a structured learningfded research application program for 36
master’s degree students from provincial univessitn Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and
Thailand.

Through a comprehensive supports — trainings, r@aohel meeting, constructive advices
from MI advisors including financial supports — whiare to be and have been provided to
scholarship grantees, students’ research skills @mtuction of research deem to be
developed. The completed research works will bdighgd in ‘Ml Working Paper Series’
and disseminated to related agents among the GMS.

The MINZAS Program is designed for 3 cycles; eaatieclasts for one year with 4 phases:

Phase One: Training on Research Methodology

Phase Two: Implementation of Sub-regional Researé&tespective Countries

Phase Three:Research Roundtable Meeting

Phase Four: Publication and Dissemination of StteleNorks in ‘MI Working
Paper Series’

YV V V

The research cycle involves:

¢ One month training course on GMS Cooperation anBAS Integration, research
development and methodology. The students willpee their research designs and
action plans as training outputs;

e Technical assistance and advisory support to MINZ&holars by experienced
mentors and academicians in the course of thendspeocess;

e The scholars will present their research papesesround table meeting attended by
subject experts and their peers;

e Scholars will revise their research papers and avgas necessary, based on experts
and peer review during the roundtable meeting;

e Publication of reports as MI working paper series.
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The Mekong Institute (MI) is an intergovernmental ViSion

organization with a residential learning facility located on the

campus of Khon Kaen University in the northeastern Thailand.

It serves the countries of the Greater Mekong Subregion Capable and committed
(GMS), namely, Cambodia, Lao P.D.R., Myanmar, Thailand, human resources working
Vietnam, Yunnan Province and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous together for a more

Region of PR. China.

integrated, prosperous,
and harmonious GMS.

MI is the only GMS-based development learning institute,
chartered by the six GMS Governments, offering standard and

on-demand capacity development programs focusing on MiSSion

regional cooperation and integration issues.

MlI’s learning programs services caters to the capacity building
needs of current and future GMS leaders and policy makers on

Capacity development for
regional cooperation and

issues around rural development, trade and investment

integration.

facilitation, human migration, with good governance and

regional cooperation as cross cutting themes.

MI Program Thematic Areas

RURAL DEVELOPMENT
FOR SUSTAINABLE
LIVELIHOODS

TRADE AND
INVESTMENT
FACILITATION

HUMAN MIGRATION
MANAGEMENT
AND CARE

. Policy
Researc onsultatio

Y 4 X

Cross — Cutting Themes:
- Regional Cooperation and Integration
- Good Governance
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Rural Development for Sustainable Livelihoods
= Agriculture value chains

= Natural resource management

=  Food security and sufficiency

=  Productivity and post harvest support

. Trade and Investment Facilitation

= SME clusters, business to business and export
networking

=  Trade and investment promotion in Economic
Corridors

= Cross-Border Transport Facilitation Agreement
(CBTA) and Logistics

=  Public-Private Partnerships

Human Migration Management and Care

= Safe migration

= Labor migration management

= Harmonization of migration policies and
procedures

= Mutual recognition arrangement for education,
training and skills standard



NEW ZEALAND
Embassy BANGKOK
TE AKA AORERE

This publication of Working Paper Series is part of the Mekong Institute — New Zealand
Ambassador Scholarship (MINZAS) program. A collaboration project between New Zealand
Embassy in Bangkok and Mekong Institute aims to bring forth the research development

within the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) through educational provision that will be given

to 36 master’s degree students from Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Thailand (2012 - 2014).



	Document1
	N9
	Document2

